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abiding, and moral as are the people in any country in the
world.

For a considerable time after the Japanese had opened
their  country for the purposes  of foreign trade and had
adopted   Western   methods of education   and
administration, the Chinese looked upon them    Inj^e of
with   contempt for what they believed to be
their subserviency to foreigners, but in recent years a great
change has taken place in their attitude in this matter.  The
results of the war with Japan in 1894-95 opened their eyes
to the superiority of Western appliances and methods, and
especially of those connected with war, and for some time it
was thought that a sudden revolution would take place in
the attitude of the Chinese mind with regard to Western
civilisation, but, although several ambitious schemes of reform
were put forward, little came of them.

The peoples of the West must disabuse themselves of
the idea that the Chinese are a stupid race. Their physical
and their intellectual powers are great, and they only require
to be properly directed to enable them to accomplish great
things. Their apparent slowness arises from a careful
weighing of advantages and disadvantages, and they may
well be excused if they have erred on the side of caution
and in an undue respect for vested interests, as their contact
with the peoples of the West did not promise an improve-
ment in their conditions. On the whole, however, they
have a philosophy of life which has saved them from many
of the problems which confront Western civilisation. Their
outlook on life may be very narrow, but they try to live in
the fullest sense in which they have realised life, and not
simply struggle for the means of existence, as is too
frequently the case in the countries of the West

The striking object lesson of the war between Japan and
Russia awakened the Chinese to the necessity of bringing
their country somewhat into line with Western nations, and
during the past few years great developments have taken
place. Not only is considerable attention being paid to